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IN THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, listings, and claims in 
this application. 

Claims 1-41 (Cancelled). 



1. (Previously Presented) A purified nucleic acid comprising: 

(a) SEQ ID NO:3; or 

(b) a sequence from a Clostridium strain hybridizing.over the full length of the 
complementary strand of SEQ ID NO: 3 under stringent conditions, which comprise 
hybridizing at 42''C in 50 % formamide at 5 X SSC and 1 x Denhardt's; 

wherein said purified nucleic acid has^transcriptional promoter activity. 



(Previously Presented) The purified nucleic acid according to claini^^l^ which 
comprises SEQ ID NO:3. 

Clostridium perfringens beta 2 toxin promoter. 

Ms. (Previously Presented) An expression cassette comprising, in the 5* to 3* 

I ^ 

direction, the purified nucleic acid according to claim 42 and a transgene to be expressed. 



i 



> (Previously Presented) The expression cassette according to clairn^, wherein 
said expression cassette further comprises a transcriptional terminator at a 3' end of said 
transgene. 
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^^>K^(Previously Presented) The expression cassette according to clainv4^fwherein 
said expression cassette further comprises a secretion signal located between said purified 
nucleic acid and said transgene. 

^^^^^(Previously Presented) The expression cassette according to claim^^S^ wherein 
said transgene codes for a toxin, a firagment thereof, or a variant thereof. 

Cl^ (Previously Presented) The expression cassette according to claim ^^S^wherein 

saidioxin is a pathogenic bacterium toxin. 



reviously Presented) A vector comprising the purified nucleic acid according to 

( 



claim ^ ' 

7 V 

j/V) y^^' (Previously Presented) The vector according to claim |J&rwherein said vector is 



fiinctional in a bacterium. 




/o 

(Previously Presented) The vector according to clainr^^wherein said bacterium 
is a Clostridium bacterium. 

\ yS3, (Previously Presented) The vector according to claim wherein said bacterium 
is Clostridium perfringens, 

\\ 

1 ^4. (Previously Presented) A recombinant cell comprising the purified nucleic acid 

I 

according to claim 4?>f 
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(Previously Presented) The recombinant cell according to claim 54, wherein said 
recombinant cell is a prokaryotic cell. 

56: (Previously Presented) A method for producing a polypeptide, compnsmg: 

(a) introducing a transgene coding for said polypeptide into a cell, wherein said 
transgene is under the control of the purified nucleic acid according to clainv^^^ff 

(b) expressing said transgene; and 

(c) recovering said polypeptide. 



i*reviously Presented) A method for producing a polypeptide, comprising: 
(a) introducing a transgene coding for said polypeptide into the recombinant cell 



^2- 

i to claim $4, v 



according to claim §5f; wherein said transgene is placed under the control of said purified 
nucleic acid; 

(b) culturing said recombinant cell to express said transgene; and 

(c) recovering said polypeptide. 

It- 'S- 

(Previously Presented) The method according to claim S^^herein said cell is a 
Clostridium bacterium. 

-o9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claimj^ wherein said 
polypeptide is a toxin, a toxoid, or a fragment thereof. 



60. (Cancelled) 
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I ^/(?f!^^reviously Presented) A method for producing a polypeptide, wherein said 

method comprises: ^ 

(a) introducing the expression cassette according to claim^^S^to a cell, wherein 
said transgene is placed under the control of said purified nucleic acid; 

(b) expressing said transgene; and 

(c) recovering said polypeptide. 

^/^,62!^(Previously Presented) The vector according to claim ^liffvMch further comprises 
a transgene operably linked to said purified nucleic acid. 



^*^|^j6^(Previou^y Presented) A recombinant cell comprising the expression cassette 
according to claim^^.S^ 



^"^Z^^^^. (Previously Presented) A recombinant cell comprising the vector according to 
claim 

"^"^^^S^CPreviously Presented) A recombinant cell comprising the vector according to 



2^ 



claim^^^zf 

(Previously Presented) The recombinant cell according to claim ^4<^herein said 



recombinant cell is a bacterium. 



(Previously Presented) The recombinant cell according to claim 63, wherein said 
recombinant cell is a bacterium. 
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'^/^j^^^iB^^reviously Presented) The recombinant cell according to claini/e*C^ wherein said 



recombinant cell is a bacterium. 



(Previously Presented) The recombinant cell according to clainu65f wherein said 
recombinant cell is a bacterium. 

^]/^ (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 57, wherein said 
recombinant cell is a Clostridium bacterium. 

(Previously Presented) A method for producing a polypeptide, comprising: 

(a) cultunng the recombinant cell according to claim>63to express said transgene 
in said expression cassette; and 

(b) recovering said polypeptide, 

"^^^(Previously Presented) A method for producing a polypeptide, comprising: 

(a) introducing a transgene coding for said polypeptide into the recombinant cell 
according to claim^^^<Vherein said transgene is placed under the control of said purified 
nucleic acid in said vector; 

(b) culturing said recombinant cell to express said transgene; and 

(c) recovering said polypeptide. 



^^^Previously Presented) A method for producing a polypeptide, wherein said 
method comprises: v3 



(a) culturing the recombinant cell according to cldxm^^m express said transgene 
in said vector; and 
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(b) recovering said polypeptide. 



Claims 74-79 (Cancelled). 



IT . 

Spr (Currently Amended) The A purified nucleic acid according to Claim 60 , which 



comprises comprising SEQ ID N0:4. 



81. (Cancelled) 



^^^^^reviously Presented) A vector comprising the purified nucleic acid according to 

Claim 



83. (Cancelled) 

g^kf^Previously Presented) A recombinant cell comprising the purified nucleic acid 
according to Claim §P^^ 



85. (Cancelled) 



^g6t^reviously Presented) An expression cassette comprising a transgene to be 
expressed operably linked to the purified nucleic acid according to Claim^^^ 



87. (Cancelled) 
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(Previously Presented) A recombinant cell comprising the expression cassette 
according to Claim^. ^ ^ 



89. (Cancelled) 

^Jw. (WiJiJiuuuu) A method of producing a p^^eptide, comprising 
introducing the expression cassette of Claim into a cell, 
culturing the cell to express the transgene; and (\ / J 

recovering the polypeptide. 



0^ 




91. (Withdfa\^n)..,4j2?^^°^ producing a polypeptide comprising 
introducing the expressj(on ca^ipt^^ts^lQ^ ii^yb a\g^l, 
culturing thJ 

recovering thkpolyp^tide. 
Claims 92-93 (Cancelled). 

24r(Currently Amended) The A purified nucleic acid according to Claim 60 ; which 
comprioos comprising a sequence firom a Clostridium strain which hybridizes over the full 
length of the complementary strand of SEQ ID NO:4 under stringent conditions which 
comprise hybridizing at 42'*C in 50 % formamide at 5 X SSC and 1 x Denhardt's and which , 
encodes a peptide comprising a hydrophobic region bordered by charged amino acids that 
functions as a secretion signal peptide. 

95. (Cancelled) 
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